Travellers In India

the character of the Indians that Niiitin,
beyond saying that there are convenient inns
for travellers, where " the food is cooked ....
by the landlady," and that the people worship
" Boot," and are separated by caste, and making
a few other similar observations, does not conde-
scend to describe to us the customs and institu-
tions of the natives. For this information we
must have recourse to Conti, who is very full
and valuable. The only drawback to his informa-
tion is that it is not always easy to know to
which locality he wishes his remarks to apply.

It is interesting to learn from Conti of the
existence and circulation of what was practi-
cally paper-money. He says that, in addition to
the ordinary coinage, iron, Venetian ducats, and
cards inscribed with the name of the king were
accepted.

Conti has some exceedingly interesting
evidence for the legal procedure of the time.
His remarks seem to apply principally to Vijaya-
nagars but also, generally speaking, to all Hindu
India which he visited, " The debtor who is
insolvent," he says, " is everywhere adjudged
to be the property of his creditor." In criminal
law trial by ordeal held sway. He describes
three methods, which are so extraordinarily
foolish, that did we not remember that, at the

devils, at sight of whom the mind takes alarm; If I were to see such in my
dreams my heart would be in a tremble for many years. I have had love
passages with a beauty, whose face was Hke the moon; but I could never
fall in love with a negress." See India in the Fifteenth Century ^ p. 16,
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